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SUBJECT: REACTION TO CHILEAN COUP 

REP: KINGSTON 3217 

1 . IN A STATEMENT ISSUED OVER THE WEEKEND, THE EXECUTIVE 
OF THE GOVERNMENT PARTY, THE PEOPLES NATIONAL PARTY 
(PNP), SAID THAT ALLENDE'S MURDER MARKS A "BREAKDOWN 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM IN CHILE AND MUST BE REGARDED 
AS NOTHING BUT A RETROGRESSIVE STEP IN THE HISTORY 

OF THE COUNTRY IN ITS ATTEMPT TO BRING ABOUT SOCIAL 
CHANGE THROUGHT THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS". 

2. THE GOVERMMENT HAS NOT ISSUED AN OFPICIAL STATEMENT. 

3. COMMENT: THE STATEMENT IS SOMEWHAT MILDER THAN 
THAT OF THE PRIME MINISTER ON SEPTEMBER 14, AND PROBABLY 
REELECTS MORE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE ISSUE. HEWITT 
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